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Proclaiming “Jesus is Lord,” 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
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build itself up in Christ’s love,  

as each member, using God-given 

 talents and resources, works to 

reflect God’s grace, 

to each other and the world. 
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TALC 6th-12th Grade Youth Group  
Mini-Golf & River Tubing Down the Susquehanna 

1:00-6:30 PM, Sunday, July 29 
Meet at Trinity at 1:00 pm. We will have a Bible Study and go Mini Golfing at 

Susquehanna Sports Place in Selinsgrove, PA. Once we finish, the group has 

some river tubing lined up, from the boat dock behind Wal-Mart to the dock 

down on the Isle of Que. The group will look to return to Trinity by 6:30pm. 
 

Campfire at Trinity 
6:30-8:45 PM, Sunday, August 11 

Meet at Trinity. Parent pick-up between 8:45pm-9:00 pm. Bring blankets and 

warm clothes, just in case. No cost to youth. Will include: Campfire and field 

worship, sending sky lanterns. Invite friends. 
 

Carnival Worship Service & Ice Cream Social 
6:00 PM, Sunday, July 29  

Come to the community park to kick off our McAlisterville Carnival  

with a community-wide worship service and ice cream social.  Pastor Steve 

Osenga is preaching, and Bunkertown Church of the Brethren musicians are 

leading music.  *Trinity is in charge of bringing 6-7 gallons of ice cream.   

If you're willing to donate a gallon, talk to Pastor Erin. 
 

Blessing of School Teachers, Staff and Students & 

Outdoor Worship & Picnic 
9:00 AM, Sunday, August 19 

St. Peter’s Grove at Trinity Lutheran Church 

We'll have the picnic and blessing of school teachers, staff and students, rain or 

shine.  HOWEVER, if it rains, we'll be inside, and then have worship in           

St. Peter's Grove, on Sunday, August 26. 

*St. Peter’s Grove is the land & pavilion behind the playground. Bring your 

lawn chairs.  We will have Golf Carts available all morning to assist those who 

have a harder time walking. All food is provided. 
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At Synod Assembly, on June 15-16, the Lutheran Churches in our area gathered for worship, workshops about advocacy 

and ministry in Liberia, and to do the work of the larger church.  Several members from Trinity attended, including: Jean 

and Gary Barnard, as our voting members; Clarice Pellman, as the Synod Registrar; me, as a pastor; Pastor Jim Bricker, 

as a pastor; June Bricker, as a guest; Marie Barnard and Tara Barnard, who were installed as Camp Mount Luther Staff, 

and who also helped lead our opening worship; and several other members of Trinity, who helped with registration.  I am 

grateful to each one of these people for their presence and their work in the larger church.  Also, note that this was 

Clarice’s final year of being the Registrar, something she has done for at least 20 years.  Please thank her for her service. 

 

The theme of this year’s assembly was “On the Way Together,” with a focus on how we are called into God’s work 

and ministry together.  Gary, Jean and I will be sharing more about Synod Assembly on an upcoming Sunday.  Be watch-

ing for date and time. 

 

One ministry we learned more about was our Lutheran Advocacy.  Here’s what that means, according to our ELCA 

website, and you can visit it to learn more, https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Advocacy: 

ELCA advocacy works for change in public policy based on the experience of Lutheran ministries, programs and pro-

jects around the world and in communities across the United States. We work through political channels on behalf of 

the following biblical values: peacemaking, hospitality to strangers, care for creation, and concern for people living in 

poverty and struggling with hunger and disease. 

 

ELCA Advocacy can only work on things for which our Lutheran Church has developed a social policy or social state-

ment.  These social statements are developed after much biblical and theological study, research and input from across the 

national church, including local churches, like ours.  Once there is a social policy or social statement, ELCA Advocacy 

can work on it.  They are currently working with things like suicide prevention funding, seeking to end Human Traffick-

ing, by working with trucking companies and hotel chains to do training with employees on how to spot and report it; 

working with unaccompanied minors and more.  We support ELCA Advocacy through a portion of our offerings that are 

sent as Mission Support. 
 

One of the ministries we are a part of is called “AMMPARO,” and it is working with unaccompanied youth, who have 

fled their homes due to violence, poverty and lack of opportunities in their home countries of El Salvador, Honduras and 

Guatemala.  We are one of, if not the only, church body that is working both with unaccompanied youth here, AND with 

the local churches back in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala, to get at the root cause of why they are having to leave 

in the first place.  So, we are partnering with Lutheran churches in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala, to do things 

like domestic violence training, anti-gang work and job training, to try to create communities that people don’t have to 

flee.  To learn more, visit: https://www.elca.org/ammparo. 

 

Another thing we did at Synod Assembly was vote on our annual ministry budget.  Mission Support is the portion of 

offerings that churches send onto the Synod to do work in our area.  One of the ministries we support is ministry on col-

lege campuses, including Penn State.  Mission Support has been in decline, and thus the Synod Council has had to look 

closely at what we support and what needs to be cut.  I have been a part of these conversations for the past 6 years.  Over 

the years, we have had to make cuts to various ministries, such as Diakon, ELCA Churchwide and Camp Mount Luther.  

This year, we looked closely at campus ministries, and after learning more from the campus chaplains, we felt this minis-

try was too vital to cut.  So, the Synod Council tried to do something creative: they left the support the same, but put in a 

line item for special offerings from churches to Campus Ministry.  In the months ahead, we will hear more information 

and have a special offering to support Campus Ministries in our Synod.  These ministries are connecting with young 

adults, who in many places, are the people who are leaving churches.  If you have questions, please feel free to talk with 

me.  I also have a detailed financial report we received at Synod Assembly that I’m happy to share. 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Advocacy
https://www.elca.org/ammparo
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Inside this issue: 

Let  us send Tara Barnard on her Global Mission 
trip with our favorite prayers, bible verses and  
blessings.   
 
Please write your favorites on the paper 
provided in the narthex and sign your 
name and place in the envelope on the 
table in the church hall narthex, or E-Mail 
to the church office.   She will have us 
with her as she reads one or more each 
day for encouragement. 
 
Deadline is July 29.   
Thank you. 



 

ACOLYTES 
July  01 Brooke Delancey 
   08 Nate Freed 
   15 Daniel Gutwein 
   22 Marley Wilson 
   29 Michael Prawdzik 
 
August  05 Takayla Tittler 
   12 Clara Ruff 
   19 Lilia Haflett 
   26 Robbie Prawdzik 
 
Sept.  02 Gannon Ryan 
 
  
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
July  01 Kris Yetter 
   08 Susan Hackenberger 
   15 Sonya Nace 
   22 Sharon Truitt 
   29 Clarice Pellman 
 
August  05 Gary Barnard & Terri Leister 
   12 Peggy Nipple 
   19 Malea Haflett 
   26 Renee Freed 
 
Sept.  02 Chris Ruff 
 
  
 

USHERS 
 July    Clyde & Judy Kauffman, 
     Chuck & Mindy Rishel 
 August    Bob & Maggie King, David Aldinger & 
     Chuck Ryan 

 
 ALTAR GUILD 

July  Betty Horning 
August  Trudy Watts/Barnard Family 
 
 

  COMMUNION BREAD 
July 01 Betty Horning 

  08  
  15  
  22  
   29  
   

August 05 Joy Hulslander  
  12 Joy Hulslander  
  19  Joy Hulslander 
  26  

 
Sept. 02  

 
 
 

 RECORDING THE WORSHIP SERVICE 
 July  Dane Hackenberger 

 August  David Aldinger 

 
 

SOCIAL TIME PROVIDERS 
July 01 Patty Erickson, Lucille Aldinger, & 

  Megan Aldinger 
  08 Clyde & Judy Kauffman,  
   Chuck & Mindy Rishel 
  15 Jean Barnard, Cathy Barnes &  
   Brandy Ruff 
  22 Clarice Pellman & Cheryl Wilson 
  29 Trudy Watts, Sue Leister, Joy Hulslander 

  & Betty Lou Naylor 
 

Aug. 05 Susan Hackenberger, Ted, Nicole  
   & Marley Wilson 

  12 Jean Fogle & Ruth Nace 
  19 Peggy Nipple, Dawn Clouser & 
   Peggy  Inch 
  26 Terri Leister, Phyllis Weller, Marah Leister  
   & Bobbi Leister 
 

Sept. 02 Dot Spancake & Trudy Schell  
 

 

 
 

July & August 

  Schedule 

 of Helpers 
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Trinity’s Birthday Calendars 
TIDINGS contains calendars listing the birthdays of members of Trinity for   

July & August.  We hope that you will use this calendar to greet our  

members as they celebrate another year of life.  

July 

09 Serina Spancake 
12  Delores White 
13 Lloyd Schell 
13 Betty Smith 
17 Matthew Snyder 
17 Nancy Spade 
19 Allison Inch 
19 Carly Inch 
19 Michelle Chubb 
19 Jennifer Weiand 
22 Susan Leister 
23 Gannon Ryan 
27 Malea Haflett 
29 Maggie King 
29 Tammy Comp 
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August 

02 Shara Evanoski 
03 Donna Shelley 
04 Stephanie Amtower 
04 Jordan Burkepile 
04 Dawn Clouser 
10 Bob Kratzer, Jr. 
11 Odon Aldinger 
13 Clarice Pellman 
16 Cheryl Wilson 
24 Brady Hack 
25 Jean Barnard 
26 Betty Ryan 
27 Elizabeth Long 
28 Hannah Erickson 

Attention Married Couples: 
We would never expect a car to run smoothly forever without a tune-up, so why do 
we expect our marriage relationship to keep running smoothly without a little mainte-
nance? Treat yourselves to a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend! The fall north-
east US Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends are:* September 14-16, 2018 at 
Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, PA. A great hotel-style facility located in 800 acres 
of woodlands in the heart of the Pocono Mountains. An hour north of Allentown. 
 

* October 19-21, 2018 at Olmsted Retreat Center. A stunning, hotel-style retreat next to Olmsted Man-
sion in Allegheny National Forest. 2 hours north of Pittsburgh. 
 
* November 9-11, 2018 at Hampton Inn Berkshires in Lenox, Massachusetts. A lovely hotel beautifully 
situated on the edge of a 100-acre nature preserve in the heart of the Berkshires. An hour northwest of 
Springfield, MA. 
Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included with your $100 per couple 
registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confi-
dential contribution of whatever amount you wish to help cover expenses and towards the continuation 
of the program. To be sure to get the Weekend of your choice, sign up at your earliest convenience by 
going to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and paying the $100/couple registration fee with your 
credit card, or marking the option to mail a check. For questions, or if you would like a brochure mailed 
to you, contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at  
724-325-3166 or fjschamber@comcast.net. 
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  Continued on next page... 

USS ARK 
News of God’s People in Action from 
the Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA  
June, 2018 
 

This is the text-only MS Word version.  For the camera ready version, with photos and other graphics, please visit http://
www.uss-elca.org/news/uss-ark.  USS ARK is a publication of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA.  Permission is 
granted to reproduce USS Ark for congregational communications.  Send your mission stories and ministry ideas to Edi-
tor Chad Hershberger at news@uss-elca.org. 
  

Ark Celebrates Milestone 
 

June marks the 30th anniversary of the USS Ark!  The first edition of the newsletter of the Upper Susque-

hanna debuted with the June/July 1988 edition.  It featured a letter announcing the Ark from then Bishop 

A. Donald Main.  It shared that ELCA Presiding Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom would be the ELCA Repre-

sentative at the first Synod Assembly.  And, it gave news about a grant awarded to the synod, commis-

sions formed within the synod, rostered clergy changes, the story of a refugee family being helped by 

Trinity, Danville, and some notices of upcoming events.  K.J. Reimensnyder-Wagner was the synod’s first 

Director of Communications and worked to gather, write, and edit news for use by local media and this 

newsletter. 

 

Reimensnyder-Wagner served as the newsletter’s editor until George R.F. Tamke began as editor in 1989 

and served until his retirement in 2003.  In 2004, Rev. W. Stevens Shipman took over as editor and 

served until October 2007.  Rev. Beth Ann Stone served briefly as editor until the current editor, Chad 

Hershberger, began as the synod’s Director of Communications in April 2009. 

 

In his opening article, Bishop Main talked about the importance of communication throughout the synod. 

“The ARK represents an important step forward in our synod’s commitment to provide effective avenues 

of communication.  Communication is always important, but especially as we move through these days of 

brand new life for the Upper Susquehanna Synod.  It is important for the members of our 142 congrega-

tions to be informed of the structure we have together, of the programs and ministries that are to be 

provided and the opportunities which are available,” Main wrote. 

 

The physical look of the USS Ark has changed over the years, but the purpose has remained the same.  

We continue to share the stories of the synod and how we all are on the way together. 

 

Visit from ELCA Representative 
 

Mr. Nick Kiger, from the ELCA Mission Support team, visited in our synod for several days in late April to 

learn more about the work supported by mission support dollars.  He visited Zion, Turbotville (Pastor Er-

win Roux) to learn more about new ministries the church is leading thanks to a synod small church grant.  

Zion is one of the leading congregations in mission support to the synod.  Kiger also took a walking tour 

of Camp Mount Luther with Director Chad Hershberger to learn about one of the synod’s top recipients of 

granted support.  The second day of his visit, he was with Pastor Tom Glasoe at the Follmer Parish, 

learning about their ministries and plans for redevelopment.  He also visited with Pastor Stina Schaeffer 

at Salem Lutheran Church, learning about their work and new ideas in which this relatively new pastor to 

our synod and her congregation are engaged.  Kiger enjoyed lunch with Chaplain Scott Kershner at Sus-

quehanna University and preached at two services that Sunday at St. John’s, Lewistown (Pastor Jerri 

Carlin).  St. John’s is also among the leaders in mission support to the synod.  That weekend, he also led 

a Mission Support Symposium in State College.  Bishop Collins and several members of synod commit-

tees as well as synod council attended the event with representatives of the Allegheny Synod. 

http://www.uss-elca.org/news/uss-ark
http://www.uss-elca.org/news/uss-ark
mailto:news@uss-elca.org


 

 

 

Presbyterians and Lutherans Join To Prepare Disaster Supplies   
  

A combined effort of Northumberland Presbytery (PCUSA) and Upper Susquehanna Synod (ELCA) recently 

filled two pickup trucks with relief supplies which were shipped to the Church World Service warehouse.  The 

only way that Church World Service can respond quickly when there is a need 

is to have these supplies ready before the need arises.  The churches filled 76 clean-up buckets, 35 hygiene 

kits, and 25 school kits, which were loaded into the CWS truck to be ready for the next disaster.  The CWS 

warehouse had been emptied after Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria in the Fall of 2017.  The supplies col-

lected now will be needed to help get families back into their homes after the next disaster. 

 

 

Up and Down the Valleys 
 

At their May meeting, Synod Council awarded a Small Church Grant to United In Christ, West Milton 

(Pastor Justin Lingenfelter) for their OAKS program.  The congregation hosts a monthly senior citizen gather-

ing at which they have speakers on various topics of interest, play bingo for small prizes, and share lunch 

prepared primarily by the leader of the program.  Attendees of the program come mostly from outside the 

congregation.   This is the third year the congregation received this grant, which this year totaled $1,000. 

 

As part of the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas, this summer, Lutheran Campus Ministry and Habitat 

for Humanity will engage in the “LCM Builds” Project, in which youth will join campus ministers and students 

in building three homes.  Alicia Anderson, Campus Minister for Penn State Lutheran Campus Ministry will 

be one of those participating. 

 

Clergy Notes:  Rev. Vickie Brown is now the called pastor of St. Peter’s, Kreamer.  Rev. Elinor Allison is 

now the interim pastor of Zion, Herndon. Rev. Don Snyder now serves as pastor of Holy Spirit, Turbotville, 

under a contract for extended service.  Snyder is a newly ordained minister in the Central Association of the 

Penn Central Conference of the United Church of Christ who had been serving as a supply preacher for Holy 

Spirit. 

  

St. Matthew, Williamsport (Pastor David Byerly), has sold their building and held their final service on 

May 27.  The date of closure is not yet set. 

 

Buffalo Valley Lutheran Parish (Pastor John Yost) held a community block party at the Mifflinburg Com-

munity Park on Sunday, June 10.  They began the day with worship, followed by a picnic and games and 

events for kids and adults.  The community pool was also open. 
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STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION 

We all are called to service, to witness in God’s name 
Our ministries are different; our purpose is the same: 

To touch the lives of others with GOD’s surprising grace; 
So ev’ry folk and nation may feel GOD’s warm embrace. 

With One Voice 

      
  Each and every morning, we are blessed  ….. 

      BECAUSE OF YOU……..   supporting the various YOUTH 

projects and programs…. They are ready to go and share God’s love 

with other Youth and community folks in Houston, Texas :  

National Youth Gathering 2018   June 27 thru July 1 

Youth leave on June 26 

    Under the guidance of Thad Swinehart, the youth, their families and other members of 

the Trinity Family and McAlisterville area community, have worked hard. 

               Each youth 

 Registration:    $350      (Youth paid, along with help from an ELCA grant of $400 for 

             5 registrations.  Youth account paid for chaperone) 

 Flight :     $579       (Paid by Trinity Lutheran Budget) 

 Hotel:                $300        (Youth account) 

   Bus:         $40        (Youth account) 

 Food:                $360        (Youth account) 

    It takes a whole community of God’s children to keep our lives and ministries                                   

smoothly flowing. 

     Keep up the good work! 

 Thank you GOD,  for the accomplishments of small beginnings.  Thank you for great journeys from first steps 

and large harvests from tiny seeds.    AMEN 

Your Stewardship Team 
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We have all been enjoying the nice weather here at  
Sonbeam!  The children love being outside to play and we 
love engaging with them and having lots of fun together! 
 

The toddler class has been learning about weather, spring 
time, flowers and lots of other fun things!  The preschool 
class has been thinking summer and have been doing some 
fun ice cream cone crafts and butterfly crafts!  Preschool also has been working on 
some neat Fathers Day crafts!  We are excited to have our school age children here 
for the summer.  Bethany Saner will be their teacher again this summer and has lots 
of fun things in store!   
 
We have enjoyed Chapel Time with Pastor Erin each week, the children always love 
this time of bible stories, verses and songs! 
 
A huge thank you to Bethany Saner, Elisabeth Ritzman, Jane Quirion, Tara Barnard, 
Marie Barnard and Meghan Kerstetter for helping out at as substitute teachers for 
Sonbeam during our summer break!   
 
Our annual benefit yard sale will be held on July 14th from 8:00a to 2:00p, here in 
the church parking lot.  We will have someone there to provide free face painting 
and balloon animals and also the Dairy Princess will provide a snack and a craft.  We 
are also trying to have someone bring out a few animals for a free petting zoo.  We 
are looking for donations of yard sale items and food to be sold at the food stand. 
 
We have hired a new substitute teacher Desir’ee Powers, she will substitute year 
round as needed. 
 

Jessica Startzel 
Sonbeam ELC Assistant Director 
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Sun 

 
Mon 

 
Tue 

 
Wed 

 
Thu 

 
Fri 

 
Sat 

1 
9 am Worship ~ Dime  
collection 
10:15 Social Time  
10:30 Adult SS class & 
Church Study Team meets 
Afternoon: 

Pastor Erin leaves for 
Family Camp 

2 
9:30-10:45 
Sonbeam  
Spanish Lessons 

3 4 5 
10:15 am  
Sonbeam Chapel 
time 
 

6 
9:30 am  
4H @ Sonbeam  
Baby Goats, 
puppies  
 

7 
 
 
 

8 
9 am Worship  
10:15 Social Time  
10:30 Adult SS  
 
 
 

9 
 

10 
Church Secretary 
on vacation until 
the 18th  
 
9:30-10:45 
Sonbeam  
Spanish Lessons 

11 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
meets in the  
Library 
 
5:15 Pastor Erin 
@ Synod Council 
at CML 

12 
10:15 am  
Sonbeam Chapel 
time 
3 pm Pastors & 
Youth Director Staff 
mtg. 
4 pm Prayer Group 
@ LCP 
7 pm Council mtg. 

 

13 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

8-2 pm  
Sonbeam Yard 

Sale 

15 
9 am Worship  
10:15 Social Time  
10:30 Adult SS  
 

16 
 

17 
 

9:30-10:45 
Sonbeam  
Spanish Lessons 
 
 

18 
 

19 
10:15 am  
Sonbeam Chapel 
time 
6 pm Pastor Erin 
@ Mission Table 
mtg. @ Synod 
office 

20 
9:30-10:45 
Sonbeam  
Spanish  
Lessons 

21 
 
 
 

22 

9 am Worship 
10:15 Social Time  
10:30 Adult SS 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 
9:30-10:45 
Sonbeam  
Spanish Lessons 

25 
 

26 
10:15 am  
Sonbeam Chapel 
time 
 

27 28 
 
 

29 
9 am Worship & Healing 
Service 
10:15 Social Time  
10:30 Adult SS 
 

1 pm TALC Mini Golf & 
River Tubing 
 

6 pm Carnival Worship 
& Ice Cream Social 

30 
 

31 
Start of the 
McAlisterville 
Carnival 
Pie Baking 
 
9:30-10:45 
Sonbeam  
Spanish Lessons 

    



 

 
Sun 

 
Mon 

 
Tue 

 
Wed 

 
Thu 

 
Fri 

 
Sat 

 
 
 
 
 

  1 2 
 
Pastor Erin on 
vacation 

3 
 
 

4 
 
4 pm Fayette 
Carnival Parade 
 

5 
9 am Worship ~ Dime  
collection 
10:15 Social Time  
10:30 Adult SS Class 
 
 

6 
 

7 
9:30-10:45 
Sonbeam  
Spanish Lessons 

8 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
meets in the  
Library 
 
 

9 
10:15 am  
Sonbeam Chapel 
time 
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11 
6:30 pm 
TALC Campfire 

12 
9 am Worship  
10:15 Social Time  
10:30 Adult SS Class 

 
 

13 
 

14 
 
 

 

15 
 

16 
10:15 am  
Sonbeam Chapel 
time 

 

17 
 

18 
Pastor Erin back 
from Vacation 
 

19 

9 am Outdoor Service ~ 
Blessing of Students & 
Teachers new school 
year & picnic  

20 
 

21 
Pastor Erin at 
Synod Candidacy 
Mtg.  

22 
 

23 
10:15 am  
Sonbeam Chapel 
time 
 

24 25 
 
 

26 
9 am Worship  
10:15 Social Time  
10:30 Adult SS Class 
 
Backup Outdoor  
Worship 
 

27 
 

28 29 
 

30 
10:15 am  
Sonbeam Chapel 
time 
 
  

31  
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